

Bueno...consideramos esta frase:     

(A mí me gusta el chocolate.(
First we see the word chocolate.  As we all know that Shāni and chocolate have a special relationship, we can guess as to the meaning of this sentence:  Shāni likes chocolate.  In Spanish, the translation is a bit different. 

El chocolate is the direct object.  It is what is liked, what is pleasing.
Then we see the verb gustar.  It is conjugated to the singular gusta.  Gustar means “be pleasing”, but as it is conjugated to the 3rd person singular, it means “is pleasing.”  With this explanation, we can see so far that “chocolate is pleasing…”  But to whom is chocolate pleasing?

The words that indicate to whom the chocolate is pleasing is called the indirect object, because s/he receives the action of the verb.  The indirect object can always be identified because it is separated from the rest of the sentence by the preposition “a”, or “to” in English.  So now we can see that “To me is pleasing chocolate” or, in real English, “Chocolate is pleasing to me”… “I like chocolate.”
However, directly before the verb comes me. Me is the indirect object pronoun.  It tells us exactly to whom something is pleasing…or not.  Without the a mí, the sentence would look like this:  Me gusta el chocolate.  It means the same thing.  

In English, we thing “to whom” or “for whom” or “on what” and we automatically think direct!!!  Because, we rationalize, that is the direction the action takes.  BUT!!!  That is not correct English.  And those are not direct objects!  Those are indirect objects.  The indirect object tells us where the direct object is going.  You must have a direct object to have an indirect object in a sentence.  The same is true in good ol’ español, too…
Me can only refer to mí.  Te can only refer to tí.  Nos can only refer to nosotros/as.  However, the indirect object pronouns le (referring to él, ella, and Usted) and les (referring to ellos/as, Ustedes) have multiple references, so a + indirect object is often used to clarify the direction of the action.

1.  An indirect object indicates to whom or for whom or on what an action is done.


Pronombres de objetos indirectos:



me
nos



te

gusta el chocolate.



le
les


ejemplos:     
¿A quién le gusta comer el chocolate?

Who likes to eat chocolate? 

(To whom is eating chocolate pleasing?)




A mis padres les gusta comer el chocolate.
My father likes to eat chocolate.




Nos gusta el chocolate.


We like chocolate.
2.  The indirect object pronoun comes before the conjugated gustar…*ALWAYS*:



¿Te gustan los chocolates?
  

Do you like the chocolates?







(Were the chocolates pleasing to you?)



Sí, me gustan mucho. 


Yes, I liked them a lot. (They were very pleasing to me.)

3.  Gustar conjugates to indicate the singularity or plurality of the direct object.  Note the difference in the use of

     gustar in the above 5 sentences.

4.  The meaning of an indirect object pronoun can be emphasized or clarified by using the 

     a personal  +  noun or a personal  +  prepositional pronoun:



Le gusta el chocolate.


Chocolate is pleasing...to somebody, a 3rd person.



Les gustan los chocolates a Juan y Pati.

Chocolate is pleasing to Juan and Pati.








(Juan and Pati like the chocolates.)
Los  verbos siguientes *frecuentemente* son usados con los pronombres de los objetos indirectos:

gustar
 
encantar

fastidiar

molestar

leer

hacer
               


contar

contestar
dar

decir

escribir

explicar


hablar

mandar

ofrecer

pedir

preguntar
regalar

 Los padres de Jorge le ofrecen pagar el cuento.

Jorge´s parents offer (to him) to pay the bill.

 La familia de Noemí y Jaime les regala muchas cosas.

Noemi and Jaime´s family give them many things.
