El presente de subjuntivo

In general, it is only necessary to remember that the subjunctive must be used in dependent clauses, in which there is a change of subject and when the sentence expresses a feeling or possibility rather than a fact!

Sounds easy?  It is!!

I.  The subjunctive is required in a dependent clause following verbs of emotion, doubt, uncertainty or denial, and verbs of desire, advice or command.  

Be careful!  When there is no change of subject, use the infinitive!  Compare the following:

Carmen quiere que yo vaya a la iglesia.    
Carmen wants me to go to church.
Carmen quiere ir a la iglesia.


Carmen wants to go to church.

II.  Sometimes verbs of communication (i.e. decir, telefonear, escribir) convey the idea of will or preference, which also means you’ll use the subjunctive in the dependent clause.


Laura dice que él cambie la fecha de su viaje. 
Laura says for him to change the date of his trip.

Be careful!  When simply stating a fact, the subjunctive is not used!  Compare with the above:


Laura dice que él va a cambiar la fecha.  
Laura says that he is going to change the date.

III.  When the subject of the main clause tries to exert some influence over the subject of the subordinate (dependent) clause, the verb in the dependent clause will be in the subjunctive.


Sus padres no la dejan que salga con su novio.
Her parents don´t let her go out with her boyfriend.

Te prohibo que me hables así.


I forbid you to speak to me that way.

Be careful!  You can also say the same things using an infinitive construction!  Compare with the above:


Sus padres no la dejan salir con su novio.
Her parents don’t let her go out with her boyfriend.


Te prohibo hablarme así. 


 I forbid you to speak to me that way.
IV.  Wishes expressed in sentences beginning with “Que….” require the use of the subjunctive.


Que Javier te ayude.  



Have Javier help you.


Que tengas un buen día.



Have a good day!

Que Dios te bendiga.



(May) God bless you.
V.  When wishing for something to happen in the future, ojalá (que) is commonly used, followed by the subjunctive.

